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   Lately, Iôve been feeling the pressure of making 

choices.  Oh, it started innocently enough.  After 19 years 

in the same home and having made no major improve-

ments in that time, I decided it was time to remodel my 

kitchen.  And I began with a lot of excitement.  But at the 

moment, Iôm faced with lots of choices to make: type of 

wood, style, and stain for kitchen cabinets; porcelain, 

wood, or natural stone flooring; what grade and color of 

granite to use for countertops; what color to paint the 

walls; hardware; type of sink; and many other choices.  

   Let me say, first, that I realize how fortunate I am to be 

able to remodel my home when others are losing theirs, 

have lost a job, or are otherwise in difficult or desperate 

financial circumstances.  There is no inevitability or justice 

in the differences between us.  I am keenly aware that I am 

immensely privileged to have choices to make, and I hope 

not to forget that such privilege imposes a greater duty on 

me to care for others.  I write this column not to overlook 

or trivialize the economic hardships of others, but only to 

illustrate what strikes me as a larger life issue.  

   So, back to the remodeling choices.  There are literally 

thousands of possible combinations.  While I have some 

idea of what I like, I also appreciate many styles and possi-

bilities.  I have taken some pride in being ñopen-

minded.ò  But that clearly makes it harder to choose some-

thing over everything else.  How do you finally decide on 

what youôll have to live with for many years to 

come?  How can you be certain that youôll be satisfied 

with your choices?  Iôm not even sure that Iôve made the 

best choices for me, and Iôm the only one I have to 

please!   

   What interests me more than my difficulty in making 

remodeling choices is that I see them as a metaphor for all 

the choices in our lives.  We are faced with thousands of 

choices in life, big and small.  The more possibilities there 

are, the more difficult the decisions can be.  We cannot 

predict the future, so itôs hard to know whether weôve 

made the best choices.    

   The fact is that choosing is a burden placed on us by the 

mere fact of birth.  What the existentialists un-

derstood is that we cannot escape the fact that 

each of us is responsible for the choices we 

make.  What to believe, whom  to love, 
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   I have been searching madly for a topic for this monthôs 

report.  I especially need a topic that lends itself to typing 

with one hand (my left).  For those who donôt know, I had 

shoulder surgery last week to take care of bone spurs, de-

bris, arthritis and other types of space junk.  I 

have joined ranks with Jim Rideout who 

had shoulder parts replaced. We are pre-

paring a spot on the team for Sharon 

Beard who plans to go in for shoulder 

rework in early January.  A group picture 

is in the works. 

   I am having topic trouble for a couple of reasons.  We 

just finished the annual meeting where the Churchôs past 

present and future were discussed in some detail.  The 

feedback from that meeting has been very positive.  Fur-

thermore, we have heard a number of inspirational talks on 

ñWhy I support our Unitarian/Universalist Church.ò  For 

me to try to add to whatôs already been said seems a little 

like frilly, frilly, frou, frou.  Please donôt ask the meaning 

of frilly, frilly, frou, frou.  I have no idea. 

   As most of you know, the 2010 budget calls for expendi-

tures more than $20,000 greater than income. Any of this 

amount that is not made up by the membership will have 

to come out of reserve funds.  Our current pledge cam-

paign is doing very well compared to last year at this time.  

It is still not enough. One way to tackle the problem is 

through a supplemental fund drive.  This is not desirable, 

but it may become necessary. 

   A preferable approach could well be a series of individ-

ual fund raisers.  With these, there is not only the potential 

to raise money, but also to have fun!  One old standby is, 

of course, the auction.  We also have a comedy 

program planned for April, featuring 

Rabbi Robert Alper.  He did a very 

successful program for us a few years 

ago.  Jim Flom would like to do a 

musical show sometime in the spring.  We are 

still working on the details.  There is one essential 

to making fund raisers work.  They need your 

attendance and whole hearted participation 

. 

Have a peaceful and healthy holiday 

Brooks [aka Pat] Marshall 

 

RABBI ALPER 
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NEWSLETTER 

 
   In the never ending saga of 

the UU Church of Surprise 

Newsletter, people volunteer 

(?) in two year shifts to pub-

lish this little jewel of litera-

ture.  One group's swan song 

is another group's opening 

aria.  As with 2010, out with 

the old and in with the new.  It is with mixed emotions (of 

both groups) that the Dansbys put this responsibility in the 

capable hands of Linda Belcher and Connie Olmos. 

   One last reminder from the Dansbys; e-mailed Newslet-

ters cost the church zilch, nada, nothing. Hard copies take 

Kathryn's time, Mary Lou Hagen's crew time (to fold, stuff 

and stamp, if necessary), envelopes, paper, ink and stamps.  

While we understand that some ISPs limit the size of a 

message, many do not.  If help is needed to set up your 

system (computer and printer), I'm sure there are members 

willing and able to help.                            

      Linda Belcher and Connie Olmos 

YOUR NEW NEWSLETTER FOLKS  

   Inputs to the Newsletter go to: lbdolphingal@cox.net ; 

telephone  numbers in the Directory.  Newsletter inputs 

can also still go to: aveartchurch5@aol.com..  These la-

dies are fairly new to the church so, if youôd like to know 

them better, their bios are in the Bio Book in the library.  

But better yet, sit down and have a chat with  them.    

As with the yearð- out with the old and in with the new. 

                                                   

     

ADULT EDUCATON COURSE:  Great Decisions 
2010 Foreign Policy Discussion Series 

 

   Once again this year, Bonnie Saunders will 

facilitate the Great Decisions Foreign Policy 

Discussion Series at the church on eight Mon-

days, beginning at 7:00 p.m. on February 

2nd.  The briefing book, published each year by 

the Foreign Policy Association in New York, 

will be available in January for $15 from Bonnie Saun-

ders.  If you want to understand the background of various 

international issues and the pros and cons of various solu-

tions to foreign problems, join this group.  If you want to 

participate in a lively discussion on the eight hottest topics 

in foreign policy this year, join this group.  Foreign policy 

experts wrote the eight articles, which serve as a focus for 

the discussion and are often controversial.  Mark your cal-

endar and contact Bonnie for further details [check the 

Membership Directory for her phone # and e-mail address] 

            Topics and dates: 

 

1. Special Envoys - February 1st    

2. Kenya - February 8th    

3. Global Crime - February 15th   

4. U.S. China Security Relations - February 22nd   

5. Global Financial Crisis - March 1st   

6. Russia and Its Neighbors - March 8th  

7. The Persian Gulf - March 15th  

8. Peacebuilding and Conflict Resolution - March 22nd   

SOCIAL JUSTICE WORKSHOP 
 

   Saturday January 16th - A Social Justice Workshop. This 

will be a day to bring your resources: thoughts, dreams, 

visions, books, papers, essays and friends. You 

will be free to use them all more than once as 

we brainstorm new directions for the Green 

Church, Low Cost Housing, and Parenting Edu-

cation. Meet in the choir room at 1:30. 

 

Tom Reemtsma 

       (MINISTER, continued from page 1) 

what to devote your energies to, how to act.  Life can be 

exciting, but it also imposes ultimate responsibility on 

each of us.  Responsibility to choose something over eve-

rything else, hoping that each choice is not only right for 

us as it shapes our lives, but that it will bless the world.  

What I hope for each of us is that the excitement of living 

and the joy of choices made will more that offset the bur-

den of choosing and the possibility of regrets.                         

Faithfully yours,        Terry 



 

DOREE'S CORNER 

    

   NEWS STAND 
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 ñThereôs more, much more to Christmas 

 Than candle-light and cheer; 

 Itôs the spirit of sweet friendship, 

 That brightens all the yearô 

 Itôs thoughtfulness and kindness, 

 Itôs hope reborn again 

 For peace, for understanding 

 And for good will toward menò 

   Anonymous 

 

   I donôt know who this Anonymous is, but I like what he 

says and it is appropriate for the New Year as well. 

   Who could find fault with the Sunday service when the 

choir, led by Jim Flom  with his fam-

ily [ Ruth and Rick] and the Children 

Drummers as the choir entered?   It 

gets better every year and this year 

overflowed with singers as Mary 

Elizabeth found out. 

   We said ñgoodbyeò to Sherrill Wollam  on 

Sunday, December 13th at the memorial service 

at the church.  Alliance supplied a fruit plate and 

cookies and served the cake furnished by Social 

Services in recognition of her service to the 

church.  Sherrill was a fantastic cook and worker in our 

kitchen.  She will be missed.    

   Bill Thompson,  a Founding Member of our 

church,  turned 99 years old on December 6th.  It 

is a delight to see him when he can get to church.  

What kind of vitamins does he take? 

   It was also good to see Mike 

Michaels in church on Sunday, De-

cember 13th.  

   Opal Saxton is back in her own 

home after recouping at her daughterôs 

for a time.   Opal, let the phone ring next time ï 

slipping on a tile floor is not good for you. 

   Bob Deadman was recovering from heart by-

pass surgery, missed his chair and made a trip 

back to the hospital.  We seniors need to be more 

careful. 

   And whatôs this with guys [Jim Rideout and 

President Brooks (Pat) Marshall] walking 

around with their shoulders all strapped up.  Do your exer-

cises, boys! 

   Betty Hammond spent a few days in the hospital nurs-

ing a bug ï but she was in church on Sunday.  

Warning to all of us ï stay away from those bugs.   

Have you had your flu shot? 

   Ruth Stoloff passed away in Denver in Octo-

ber.  You can log onto Obituaries at Lakewood, 

CO and leave a message for her family.  Many of 

Ruthôs pictures still hang in our church. 

   VR Abrahamson is back alone and lonesome.  

His wife Sue passed away this fall. 

   Forty-five of us enjoyed the Alliance Christmas 

Party held December 15.   ñWe Twoò [Sandra 

Burke and Leonard Atwill] entertained with a 

selection of Christmas songs and other old favor-

ites.  Lunch of sandwiches and salads was served.  There 

will be no meeting in January.   

 

Happy New Year!     Doree 

IN MEMORY OF SHERRILL WOLLAM 

 
  Sherrill passed away December 8th at her 

home in Sun City West.  A memorial service 

was held at our church on December 13th. 

   She came to us searching for a church that 

was liberal, focused on human service and 

with a diverse membership.   She described 

herself as a life-long learner who returned to 

college for another degree about every 20 years.  She had 

two long-term careers ï 20 years in banking and 19 years 

as a business project manager in public education. 

   Sherrillôs husband preceded her in death.   She is sur-

vived by her daughter Marie, son-in-law and several sib-

lings.   

   She had wide interests:  gardening, canning, jelly mak-

ing, hospice volunteer, money management volunteer for 

the developmentally disabled, member of The Prides and 

chairperson of her condo association.  She was known as 

being a good cook [ask her neighbor Marilyn Stoops 

about the delicious casseroles given to her by Sherrill] 

and as the organizer of family get togethers.  All of these 

activities are explained by her personal motto:  Scatter 

Kindness and the way she often signed her letters:  

ñAmbitiously Yours.ò 


