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As Arizona enters into a time of increased political polarization, I 

find myself less, not more, sure of what I should do and what the 

role of this church should be. 

 

I am more confident about the role of this church. We exist, in part, 

to help people discover their deepest values and then help put those 

values into practice. And here is the tricky part, to do that in a way 

that does not diminish other people who find other values or a differ-

ent hierarchy of values or different ways of expressing those values. 

We, in this church, will not demand from each other agreement be-

yond granting to each other what we wish for ourselves. The right to 

follow our reason and conscience when faced with a complex world. 

We will support each other, even when it means having to explain to 

friends why we choose to remain in relationship in the midst of 

genuine disagreement. We owe that commitment to each other and 

to the world. 

 

For myself, I believe that almost everything is more complex than 

any sound bite can possibly convey. And yet sound bites rule. 

Thrown into the world I have to choose sides (the existentialists are 

right in at least this - to refuse to choose is but another choice). I will 

cast my lot, insofar as I am able, with the vulnerable and helpless 

among us. I am for the underdog. I will champion the oppressed over 

the oppressor (they have plenty of allies and power anyway). I will 

cast my lot with those who live in fear and not those who would 

make us afraid. 

 

"I am a jelly donut"' as Kennedy said in Berlin. (I have been told that 

is a literal translation or maybe a pun in German of Kennedy's fa-

mous line from his speech in Berlin). I like the phrase because I am 

not that powerful or important, but jelly donut or not, I will do what 

I can. 

 

I am aware that there are people who are afraid of crime and vio-

lence and see illegal immigrants as a large part of that problem. I am 

aware that there are people who believe that the economy can not 

support the number of immigrants entering this country. I think they 

are wrong. But maybe I am. But I have to choose -- 

and I choose to stand with the family struggling to 

make a better life, rather than with those who have 

much and want more or are unwilling to give up any 

they have no matter the cost to others. 
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Rev. Terry Sims    ñA Disappearing God?ò  Human history can be seen as the search for an Ultimate Source, 

a God we have always wanted to find.  In this sermon we will look at the seen and the unseen, the role of belief, 

and what it requires. 
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Rev. Terry Sims  ñSalvation for Everyone?ò  Do Unitarian Universalists really believe in universal salvation; 

that everyone will be saved?  Or do we, like so many others, think we must meet certain conditions? 

             

Rev. Dr. Walter F. Wieder     ñSummer Thoughtsò 

Summer in the desert is not exactly the stuff the poets spoke of with such, you should pardon the pun, warmth. It 

is dangerous and can seem lifeless. The animals hide during the day, the golf courses are all but empty and peo-

ple drive down the street, windows rolled up, looking for air conditioned destinations. And it has it's own beauty 

and charm. Is there nothing that is just one thing? 

Presidentôs Report  

 
I had an interesting time traveling to Michigan for my annual fishing outing with friends and relations from 

Traverse City (45 years with the same guys.  With the exception of the airport security check, I wore my ñI 

could be illegalò button for the week I was gone.  (Michele wouldnôt let me wear it in the security lineéno 

sense in goring the ox). 

For the most part responses to the badge were polite, with people looking for information rather than look-

ing for a chance to argue.  One woman, when I told her it was a sort of mini-protest against the new Arizona 

immigration law, looked at me and said ñYou donôt look illegal.ò  I responded, ñThatôs the point.ò  She let it 

drop. 

An employee at the United Airlines ticket counter took exception to my protest, but did so in a civilized 

manner.  He was quite hard-core, favoring concealed gun carry as a way to intimidate the ñgang-bangersò 

but he did not engage in a rant.  We parted on agreeable terms, meaning we agreed to disagree.   

My friends in Traverse City, Michigan (hardly a bastion of diversity) were mostly interested in how the law 

was supposed to work and whether it would achieve the desired results.  I think most of them agreed that, 

standing alone, it would probably not solve the problem.  And in all cases, we agreed that it was a serious 

problem that needed to be solved. 

As an aside, my time in Traverse City cemented the wisdom of our move to Arizona.  It was snowy and 

windy on Saturday and Sunday morning the temperature was 24 degrees.  On top of that, the fish werenôt 

biting.   

Thought for the day: No man can put a chain about the ankle of his fellow man without at last finding the 

other end fastened about his own neck.   Frederick Douglas 

 

Brooks Marshall 

President 

Kim St. Clair, guest speaker.    "Gifts of Multigenerational Communities"    Kim is the Director of Lifespan 

Religious Education at the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Phoenix. 
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Other resources: 

Parents and Friends of lesbians and gays 

http://www.pflagphoenix.org   

go to table of contents 

A social group for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Members & Friends   

Click here for Saricaôs healthy recipe 

 

Watermelon & Feta Salad 

Our next Interweave potluck will be Saturday, June 5, starting at 11:30 a.m. in the Social Hall.  At this time, we don't have a 

program. Watch for announcements in the Order of Service.  We will be taking a break for the months of July and August. 

 

The May potluck and workshop on Self-Esteem was a big success!  We had twenty people for the potluck and an additional 

five for the workshop.  Dott McDaniel did a great job (no surprise)!  We look forward to having her back in the fall for an-

other one. 

 

Hope to see you at the June potluck! 

 

Mary Anne 

For more pictures from the 

Pride Walk click here. Page 13 

FUN AND GAMES 

 
Preschool is in session every Sunday with stories, activities, snacks, and fun!  For our older children, we have 

games and activities in the yellow box on the table outside the preschool room. These can be taken into the 

sanctuary during the service.  There are books on the table, too.  

 

Weôre already making plans for the start of school in September.  Weôll begin with a welcome back breakfast 

on Sunday, September 12 --- the Sunday after Labor Day.  Children and parents will have a chance to meet 

their teachers and have a light breakfast together before the service begins.  Weôre looking forward to it! 

 

In the meantime, enjoy the summer break and be safe. 

 

Reggie Johnston, R.E. Chairperson and the R.E. Committee 

Pride Walkerôs 2010 

http://www.pflagphoenix.org
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KIDS CAFE® 
 

In Savannah, Georgia in 1989, two young brothers were discovered late one night in the kitchen of their housing projectôs 

community center. The older brother had broken into the kitchen to feed himself and his younger brother. 

In response to this glaring example of childhood hunger in their community, the Second Harvest Food Bank of Coastal 

Georgia started the first Kids CafeÈ. In 1993, Americaôs Second HarvestðThe Nationôs Food Bank Network launched the 

national Kids Cafe program. More than 1,600 Kids Cafe sites are operating in the United States today. 

Of those receiving emergency food in Arizona, 41 percent are children and seniors. The mission of Kids Cafe is to alleviate 

childhood hunger in Arizona by providing nutritious meals in a safe, accessible and nurturing environment to children at-

risk of hungerébecause no child deserves to go to bed hungry. 

In addition to an evening meal, Kids Cafe sites offer children homework assistance and a chance to exercise their talents in 

art and sports. Many sites offer computer and nutrition education as well. 

How can you help hungry children? Contact us at kidscafe@firstfoodbank.org or (602) 343-5661 to discuss which option 

below works for you. 

DONATE:  Because the program is unable to use donated food, your monetary donation the Kids Cafe program is critical. 

We need purchased product, and every dollar donated provides enough for one meal. 

VOLUNTEER: Without the support of volunteers, the Food Bank would be unable to serve so many Kids Cafe meals or 

hold administrative costs at four percent. Volunteers are essential to the program, helping to prepare meals. 

SPONSOR: Consider sponsoring the program to make a substantial difference in the lives of Arizonaôs needy children. 

From multinational corporations to locally owned, businesses help the Kids Cafe program prosper. 

START A KIDS CAFE:  Consider hosting a Kids Cafe program. The Kids Cafe at St. Maryôs Food Bank Alliance provides 

food to sites throughout the Valley. Kids Cafe partners with area churches, schools, community centers, and city parks and 

recreation departments to provide a secure and safe environment for children. 

Have additional questions? Contact us at kidscafe@firstfoodbank.org or (602) 343-5661. 

Presented by Robert Talboys 

http://www.fbem.org/(S(yry15e55jhawkj55utgp4455))/pages/cafe1.aspx
http://www.fbem.org/(S(yry15e55jhawkj55utgp4455))/pages/cafe1.aspx





















