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INSIDE THIS ISSUE:  

 
Whenever I see a continuing human conflict these days, I ask myself 
whether the people involved are emphasizing rules over relationships.  They 
almost always are.   
Let me give you a recent example.  I know a single young woman in another 
town, Jessica.  Sheôs thirty-five years old and had always imagined that she 
would be married and have started a family by this time.  She has had sev-
eral long-term, serious relationships, but for one reason or another, none of 
them has resulted in marriage.  Jessica has longed to have a baby since 
she can remember.  She finally decided last summer that she would have a 
baby on her own, since the traditional way of having a family has not worked 
out for her yet.  Jessica is pregnant and very excited. 
One of the older women Jessica looks up to has expressed her strong dis-
approval of Jessicaôs pregnancy.  Jessica has known the older woman since 
childhood and considers her a second mother.  So the disapproval really 
hurts.  I know the older woman, too.  I believe her disapproval is based on 
some rule she carries around in her head.  Maybe the rule is that it is mor-
ally wrong for a child to be born outside marriage.  Maybe the rule is that 
children who have two parents do better in life than those raised by a single 
parent.  Whatever the rule is, it seems more important to the older woman 
than her decades-long relationship with Jessica.   
 I think rules are important.  They help us establish and regularize 
ways of interacting with each other.  But I also think relationships are often 
more important than rules.  Conflicts will arise.  If someone I care about 
breaks a rule I consider important, I am more inclined to ignore the rule or 
forgive the person who broke it.  Iôd make an exception for Jessica, even if 
sheôd broken a rule I thought needed to be followed.  Her happiness is more 
important to me.  But if someone I donôt know or donôt care about breaks a 
rule, I am much more inclined simply to want the rule enforced and the rule-
breaker punished.    
 If we find ourselves at odds with someone in this hopeful holiday 
season, maybe we could ask ourselves whether we care more about the 
rule we donôt think is being followed than about the person.  And then 
maybe we could ask ourselves why that is and whether it should be that 
way.  Iôm going to try to keep expanding how many people I care about in 
this truly interdependent web of all existence that we inhabit.  I wish all of 
you blessed holidays. 
 
Faithfully yours, 
Terry 

     Terry Sims;  

tsims@bhsslaw.com 

mailto:tsims@bhsslaw.com
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Rev. Dr. Walter F. Wieder -  Christmas Morning-  ñWhat Do We Do With the Days Between 
Christmas and New Years?ò  It's not the New Year yet, the past year seems really past. And here we are with a week 

unencumbered with expectations. Now what? 

 

Rev. Terry Sims - ñSomethingôs Coming!ò - Some will eagerly anticipate in this Advent season and some will 

dread.  This sermon will explore what might make the difference and how our religious principles might be brought to bear on 
our experience of the past as well as the future. 

Lisa McDaniel -Hutchings, Ministerial Intern - ñIt Brings Lightò-  Light has been a powerful symbol of 

clarity, knowledge and spiritual wisdom. The returning light of winter solstice; the light of freedom at Hanukkah; the light of 

family, community, and culture at Kwanzaa; represent many of the celebrations in this darkest part of the year.  What might a 

Unitarian Universalist festival of lights look like? 

Every Sunday in our church, we light a peace candle to visually express our ardent desire for peace in the world.  Yet there are times when it all seems 
so hopeless.  Syria continues to murder its own citizens.  The violence in Mexico is appalling.  Mideast terrorism seems to be a never ending threat.  
Does that mean there is no hope?  By no means.  Our peace candle is actually working very well.   
The October 23 Arizona Republic carried a story headlined ñStatistics show the world is becoming more peaceful.ò  Quoting liberally from the article, 
ñstatistics reveal dramatic reductions in war deaths, family violence, racism, rape, murder and all sorts of mayhem.ò  Battle deaths per 100,000 of popu-
lation have dropped by 1000 fold over the centuries.  òDiscrimination against blacks and gays is down, as is capital punishmentéò  This is according to 
psychologist Steven Pinker in his book ñThe Better Angels of Our Nature: Why Violence has Declined.ò  Interestingly, ñPinker says one of the main 
reasons for the drop in violence is that we are smarter.  IQ tests show that the average teenager is smarter with each generation.  éthis yearôs aver-
age kid would have been a near-genius a century ago.   
Even those who disagree with Pinker donôt argue with the fact that violence is, and has been, declining.  Rather, their questions revolve around the 
reasonsòwhy?ò and not the fact that it is happening.  Similar to global warming, the argument is not the validity of the data, but the reasons for the 
change.   
The next time someone tells you that the world is falling apart or someone uses fear to influence you, remember that our peace candle is working. 
Change of subject.  
 Since this is the last newsletter before our annual meeting on December I thought I would briefly explain what will go on at the gathering.  First will be 
the normal reports including reading last yearôs minutes, the treasurerôs report and the ministersô and presidentôs reports.  We will also have a brief 
report on the stewardship campaign.  Under new business, we will elect two new members to the board and four new members to the nominating com-
mittee.  This yearôs nominating committee chair will be asked to verify the nominations for the open seats.  (President, trustee and four nominating 
committee)  I will then ask three times if there are nominations from the floor.  Anyone nominated from the floor can accept or decline a position on the 
ballot.  If there are no contested seats I will ask for a unanimous vote.  If there are contested seat(s) we will vote by secret ballot. 
Next will be the budget presentation by the treasurer which includes salary information. 
Finally, and subject to Terryôs acceptance of the budget concerning his compensation, we will vote on whether to ñcallò him as our full 
time minister effective at the beginning of the church year in September of 2012.  Terry is not required to immediately accept the call,  the 
reason being that the congregation has the power to change the budget including Terryôs compensation and if that were to happen Terry 

would need time to evaluate the change(s). 

The Annual Christmas Music Service Choir, Walt, Terry and Lisa - A morning of music and read-
ings presented by the Choir with an assist by Walt, Terry and Lisa. 
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A social group for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Members &  Friends  
 

Lisa McDaniel-
Hutchings 

We had a good turn-out for our Assertiveness workshop and enjoyed a really nice meal together.  If you missed it, 
look below for our upcoming events. 
We won't be getting again until after the Holidays, so best wishes for wonderful time with family and friends!  
Saturday, January 7, 2012 - 2:00 p.m. Workshop  
Workshop - ñWriting Your Life Storiesò, Why do it?  
Youôll learn to make writing your own story both fun and easy through exercises and handouts.  There will be plenty of 
time for question and answers to help get you started on your writing journey. 
 
The workshop leader will be Nancy Tsuchiya, a long-time Interweave participant. Nancy has degrees in Journalism 
and Sociology, a great combination for this workshop! For the first 13 years of her career, she was a photojournal-
ist.  That experience convinced her that each person is a gold mine of wonderful stories.  In the last 17 years, Nancyôs 
taught classes to thousands of people throughout the Valley.  In 1996, she wrote and published ñTelling Tales, a 
memoir guidebookò for her snowbird students to take home with them 
 
Saturday, January 7, 2012 - 4:00 p.m. - Shared Potluck in the Social Hall 
Weôll also discuss this yearôs Souper-Bowl for Caring Luncheon. 
 
Saturday, February 4, 2012 ð Souper-Bowl Preparation ð 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. 
Watch for a sign-up sheet in the Social Hall. This is a great opportunity to meet new people at the church and make a 
welcomed contribution toward the success of the Luncheon. 
 
Sunday, February 5, 2012 ð Souper-Bowl for Caring Luncheon 
This Fund-Raiser luncheon has been going on for so many years, Iôve lost count!  I believe this will  be the 7 year that 
Interweave has held a luncheon as part of the national effort to raise money for food-banks.  Please mark your calen-
dar to join us for a delicious lunch and a good cause! 
 
Thanks, 
 
Mary Anne 

Last month I explained a little about what Iôm learning and doing during my internships this year.  I thought you might also be 
interested to know a little about who I am.   
I am a lifelong Unitarian Universalist.   I moved frequently with my family while growing up and had opportunities to live in 
Tripoli, Libya and London, England during my elementary years.  We moved back to the States during my junior and senior 
high years where we attended East Shore Unitarian Universalist Church in Mentor, Ohio. I had always wanted to be a 
teacher and earned a bachelorôs degree in Early Childhood Education, eventually moving overseas again to teach first grade 
for the Department of Defense Dependents Schools in Bitburg, Germany.  While there I became interested in education of 
gifted and talented students, earning a masterôs of education, and becoming the coordinator of programs for the gifted and 
talented at six schools K-12.   
After nine exciting years overseas, including meeting and marrying my husband Mike, we returned to the US.  Daughter 
Rebecca was born in Austin, TX and Sara was born in Tucson.  Once Sara was in preschool I began volunteering in the RE 
program at my UU church. Then I applied for an opening for Director of Religious Education.  For 13 years I was on staff at 
the Unitarian Universalist Church of Tucson as a religious educator, first as Director of RE for Children and Youth, for eight 
years, then three years as Adult Faith Development Director, and the last two as Lifespan Faith Development Director.   
 
(Continued on next page) 
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Lisa Lawrence 

daroandlisa@cox.net  

The holiday season has started. Holiday cards are available at the ñchocolate tableò before and after services. 
UUSC chairman, Bill Schultz, reminds us that participation in Guest at Your Table supports environmental and economic sustainabil-
ity. Read the Stories of Hope which you received in your GAYT box for more information. Guest at Your Table will continue through 
December 25, 2011. Please return your boxes by that date. Remember that your GAYT donation counts toward membership in 
UUSC. If you are able to contribute $100.00 or more, your donation will be matched by the Shelter Rock Congregation in Manhas-
set, NY. 
Look for the poster advertising pecan goodies produced by the Southern Alternatives Agricultural Cooperative. You can order these 
wonderful confections and the also the pecans, online at www.uusc.org/secure/pecans using a credit or debit card. If you prefer 
payment by check there is an order form, also at the ñchocolate tableò that I can copy for you. 
Now I will quit merchandising and wish you and yours a safe and happy holiday season. Donôt forget to choose ñCompassionate 
Consumptionò. 

Get ready to hustle and bustle because December is going to be full of exciting events!   
 
For starters, we have designated Eveôs place as the recipients of this yearôs holiday service project.  Eveôs Place, is an organi-
zation that ñprovides safety and empowerment-based programs to victims of domestic violenceò.  Childrenôs RE will be collect-
ing donations.  Please look for the red and green envelopes hanging from the (soon-to-be-set-up) holiday tree, enclose a 
check, and put the envelope in the gift-wrapped box under the tree.  Thank you for your willingness to help these women, 
children, and volunteers to have a happier holiday. 
 
Then, for the service portion of this project, we are planning a Saturday social activity of cookie and card making for Eveôs 
Place.  This is an activity open to the whole congregation.  The date and additional details are soon to come. 
 
Last but not least, mark your calendars for 7:00 p.m. December 24! You wonôt want to miss this yearôs Christmas Eve Service, 
ñThe Spirit of the Christmas Treeò.  This yearôs intergenerational worship service is bound to please with pageantry, costumes, 
and even friendly farm animals.  Weôll see you there! 

With the increasing leadership roles I was taking on at church, I felt the need for more professional development.  So in 2004 I started at 
Meadville Lombard Theological School in their modified residency program.  This allowed me to continue working at church and to live 
at home in Tucson with my family.  If youôve quickly done the math, youôll realize that Iôve been in seminary a long time.  When I began 
my daughters were starting middle school and high school; now Rebecca is in her senior year at Allegheny College in Meadville, PA and 
Sara is working as a manager at McDonaldôs, living with her boyfriend, and preparing to buy their first house.  Each of them is following 
their own pathway through young adulthood, as it should be.  They were my priority as they were growing up.  
With the girls successfully launched, at least for now, Iôve been able to move to Phoenix for internship with a clear conscience.  This 
leaves Mike, my husband of nearly 28 years, at home with the cat.  He travels frequently in his civil service job as a computer network 
engineer, so you can imagine that we are try to see each other as often as we can. 
Throughout my two half-time internships this year I will be connecting my Unitarian Universalist values with my passionate love for the 
Earth to discover how they inform each other in my ministry.   

As the year progresses, I hope to hear more of your personal stories and what matters most to you.  Please add my email address to 

your directories and include me along with the ministers in your church communications.  Lmchutch@cox.net 

mailto:daroandlisa@cox.net
http://www.uusc.org/secure/pecans
mailto:Lmchutch@cox.net
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November 2, we lost a good friend in Hugo Halpert.  He had been ill for some time.  Hugo earned his 
Bachelorôs and Mastersô Degree in Engineering at the University of Michigan.  He formed a geotechnical 
engineering firm in 1957 in New Jersey and retired from that firm in Ashland, Oregon in 1992.  His firm 
worked with earth materials and assessed risks posed by site conditions and the foundation of struc-
tures.  His company did work overseas and throughout the US, including 100 JC Penneyôs Stores and the 
original malls in Scottsdale and the North Pointe Resort. 
 
Hugo attended church to listen to Ruth sing in the Choir, they have 3  children and 5 grandchildren. 

November 4, Louis M. Valdez died, he had been a member since December of 2006..  We have been 
missing his friendly face at church for some time.  Diane had been a member for about a year where she 
sang in our  choir, when Louie decided to become a member as well, he ñfound church members to be fine 
people and very acceptingò this encouraged him to becomes a member as well.. 
 
Louie had owned a Mexican restaurant in the 60s and 70s, then joined Diane in the travel sales business  
for another 15 years.  They moved to Arizona from Thousand Oaks, CA. 
Louie loved golf, but finally had to give it up because of problems with his back. 

Hugo Halpert 

Louis M. Valdez 

SHARED CHRISTMAS DINNER 
 

It is the church tradition to hold a Shared Christmas Dinner.  Since Christmas falls on Sunday this year, the meal will be held at noon, right 
after the worship service.  There will be turkey and the members and friends of the congregation will bring potluck food, including main 
dishes, side dishes, stuffing, cranberry and other sauces, salads, bread and desserts.  Liz Swan along with Bonnie and Ken Saunders will 
organize this event. 
Please sign up in the Social Hall and let us know what potluck dish you will bring to this delightful and meaningful event. 
Liz, Bonnie, and Ken 
kenbonsaun@aol.com 

l.swan@cox.net 














