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FROM THE MINISTER S DESK

A church member confessed to me the other day that she was-
n’t very comfortable with change. So she told me that she was
.. . . a little apprehensive about the new things happening at our
Mm'St?r' Rey. .Dr. Walter F. Wled_er church: Walt’s retirement after his long ministry here; my be-
Asso_CIate Minister: Rev. Terry Sims coming your full-time minister, if called by a sufficient number
President: Brooks Marshall of votes at the upcoming special congregational meeting; re-
Intern: Lisa McDaniel-Hutchings cently elected members of the Board of Trustees, only because
they are new to those positions; new visioning work about what

“this congregation can become; possible new initiatives and pro-
jects.

| don’t always look forward to change, either. And yet | am
looking forward to the future of our church, even though | know
it will involve some change. I'm not very apprehensive about
that. Let me tell you why.

President’s Report............ccevvvvvnnnnnnns 2
Sermons for February........................ 2 | think of us as explorers of the spiritual realm — the things that
give deep meaning to life. | suppose the things explorers can
INEEIWEAVE oo 3 trust are few. It would be hard to trust the new terrain you'’re
Continue of Minister's Desk.............. 3 exploring, because you don’t know it yet. Itis new and unfamil-
uusC 4 iar territory, perhaps uncharted by anyone before.
Children’s R. E 4 It would be hard to trust the future. It is certainly unknown. We
A note from ;)u;, Intern """"""""""" 2 don’t know what will come and sometimes bad things happen.
Doree’s Notes..........oovvvnieiinicnnne. 5 It is hard to trust in Providence if we aren’t sure of a divine will,
Justice GA Phoenix 2012.......mvonn.n.. 5 guidance, and direct intervention in our lives. It is hard to trust
NVCCC 5 in chance or luck, because they are random and unreliable by
D.RE AM '''''''''''''''''''''''''''' 6 definition. It is hard to trust in fate if we think we have a lot to
T e = do with our own future; that it is not foreordained.
New Members..........ccccvvvvrrnnieeinnnnnns 7
D.R.E.A.M. ACT OPEN FORUM.......... 7  Sowhat can we trust as we explore, as we make our way into
Annual Auction 8 the future of this congregation? Why am | not very apprehen-
"""""""""""""""""""" - sive in the midst of this uncertainty?
Life’s stories writing class................. 8
Annual Auction Deadline date............ 9
Music Program Update...................... 10 Continue on page 3
Pancake breakfast.................cccuveeenne 10
UUUNO.......c o 1
“Link to UUC Monthly Calendar”........ 11 Rev. Terry Sims;

tsims(@bhsslaw.com
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[ |
| am pleased to be your new President of the Board of Trustees. My hope is that | will be able to assist this church to grow and flourish at
the same phenomenal rate that has existed for the past fifteen years. | love this church, which gives me real comfort and freedom of
expression.

To accomplish this goal, my first plan is to attend a meeting of each of the twenty-two committees. | will share with you information on
the functions of the committees and acquaint you with the committee chairpersons. We all know that a church is people. Getting to know
the goals and people on the committees will assist all of us to better understand how our church works, and hopefully, will assist you in
finding the committee you would like to join.

As most of you know, | was the chair of the Cotimawiht t ee
the R.E. program, | began to receive many wonderful compliments about my involvement with the committee. | repeatedly said that the
committee was the most cooperative, cheerful and supportive group of people that | ever had the pleasure of working with in my entire
professional career. Amidst lots of laughs and pleasure, a willingness to volunteer for everything, and a real commitment to help grow

t he Chil dr en 6 s colEctivaly aceorhplishedmanyofow gpals.a m, we

There is no doubt in my mind that as our members express the same commitment and excitement as the R.E. Committee, we will con-
tinue to flourish. We are seeing this with:

*the development of a new website,

*the formation of a Green committee,

*the work of planning the yearly auction,

*the attention to the needs of the church through the pledge drive, and
*the organization of an intergenerational program for Christmas Eve.

Our most immediate opportunity to actively participate is the calling of Terry Sims to the full-time ministry of our church,
so that we can continue to have his extraordinary, caring support of our congregation and all of the church functions.

Yours hopefully,

A\

Reggie Johnston REGINA JOHNSTON

Sermon Titles for February 2012 ‘

@ 5 Guest Speaker “TBA”

( §> 12 Lisa McDaniel-Hutchings, Ministerial Intern- “Our Green Faith”
As participants in Int-enfant@l Pmawee &hangéef ow

versalist theology and living sustainably within the interdependent web.

( §},196uest Speaker “TBA”

@26 Rev. Dr. Walter F. Wieder- " We |l come t o thG20®Rausage Factory i

@ go to table of contents .
Rev. Terry Sims-
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INTEF VEAVE

A social group for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Members & Friends

I f you haven6t attended an I nterweave functi omgageijpoud
good conversation and enjoy great food! New-comers are always welcomed, whether your LGBT or straight.

ltés time to sign up for the 7 bestevéhtnonthe@hirchYeaswuper Bowl

More than 20 years ago, the Souper Bowl for Caring was inspired by a simple prayer from a single youthgroup: iLor d , as WEe
Souper Bowl football game, help us to be mindful of

Since that day, more than $81 MILLON has been raised for local charities across the country through Souper Bowl for Caring. It has
become a powerful movement that i s transf or mi ngofgt-he
ing and sharing. This year Interweave hopes to collect $1,000 to then donate to West Valley Food Bank and Joshua Tree.

Saturday, February 4, 2012 - Souper-Bowl Preparation - 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.
This is a great opportunity to meet new people at the church and make a welcomed contribution toward the success of the Luncheon.
Sunday, February 5, 2012 - Souper-Bowl for Caring Luncheon

Plan to stay after the service for a delicious lunch of homemade vegetable soup and good-old fashioned grilled-cheese sand-

wiches. Beverages and desert will be included, too! Al this, for a reasonable and very worthwhile donation of $5 per adult and $2 per

chid. A donatpiootnd ivsiodup be avail abl e for c¢ awalthford ontSunday,Jani o
29th and again on Sunday, Feb. 5th.

Saturday, March 3, - 2:00 pm Panel Discussion
ABul-Hgywnigo Address in our School so

One of our newest church members, Diana Spies, will be showing her newly created video on Bullying, particularly of LGBT class-

mates. This program was created and shown for her 8th grade class and was very wellreceived. | t 6 s our e x pelevit t a't
have teachers, counselors and students who have been affected by bullying in Junior High or High-school. This is a NOT TO MISS

workshop. Please mark it on your calendar and watch for a sign-up sheet in the Social Hall.

Saturday, April 21 - 8:30 - 2:30 pm
PHOENIX PRIDE PARADE & Post-Parade Gathering

Mark your calendars to remember to show your support for the LGBT community and their concerns by walking in the 2012 Pride pa-
rade. This is an annual event with our congregation, with two or three dozen people walking behind our banner! After the
parade, we get together for socializing, beverages and light snacks. Watch for a sign-up sheet in the Social Hall. ‘

THANKS!
Mary Anne

Continued from Minister's desk

I’'m not fearful because we make this journey together. There is something we spiritual explorers can trust.

That is each other, our companions on the adventure of life. That is the great comfort of belonging to a commu-
nity. Trusting each other, our companions on this journey, comes from knowing each other, the way we have
already been together. And that reminds us of how we should treat our fellow travelers — with kindness and gen-
tleness, having faith in each other, assuming each other’s best intentions, best efforts. Trusting each other, |
believe we will weather the changes in our future just fine.

Faithfully yours,
Terry
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UUSC

First of all thank you so much for your generous contributions to the Guest at Your Table Campaign. Your contributions
accomplish much important work.

Justice Sunday which will be March 25, 2012, is dedicated to the work for the human right to potable water. Look for
: an order of services insert to tell you more.

Jan Lundstrom

The Compassionate Consumption campaign will include
support living wages for tipped workers. The average hourly wage for a tipped worker is $2.13. This statistic explains

why many single parent families are living below the poverty level. The guide will help you to choose which restaurants

to support. Logon to www.uusc.org to locate a copy of the guide.

Other work by UUSC is called JustWorks. There are many projects available for participation. Short termd usually
week longd projects include trips to the Mexican Border collaborating with our partner BorderLinks to provide service
and learning opportunities. There will be trips from April 20 T 23 with an application deadline of March 10, and another
trip from May 25-28 with an application deadline of April 10. Application and registration information is available at
www.uusc.org and search on justwork.

UUSC is also sponsoring work trips to Haiti to assist in the construction of eco-villagesd sustainable farming operations
in the interior of the island. Contact csj@uusc.org for additional information. Act now the deadline for the April 28 T

&l @W@@@RE <

|l 6m feeling incredi y producti ve alJsp tWoirsk syheogro
this weekend. It was facilitated by Rev. Karla Brockle, a PSWD Facilitator for LREDA. Roles and responsibilities for

myself, the RE Committee, and the minister (as they pertain to RE) were discussed as well as goals, vision, and mis-

Lisa Lawrence  Ssion. The successful meeting was both clarifying and energizing.

daroandlisa@cox In addition, | would like to take this opportunity to announce that two teaching positions have opened up. We are look-
*ing for two dedicated and conscientious individuals to join our program. Please let me know if you, or anyone you can
think of, may be right for this opportunity!

Ministerial Intern Report:

Bel i eve it or not , January has been the midp
fun!' J During January the Internship Committee, my supervisor Walt, and | have been writing evaluations of my

ministry with you thus far. If you would like to add some feedback, please talk to me after church or email me at
Lmchutch@cox.net. You are also welcome to contact any of the members of the Internship Committee:

Tom Smiley (chair)
Patricia Balfour

Lisa McDaniel- :
Hutchings Pat Lindgren
David Salisbury
Imchutch@cox.net Terry Sims

@ go to table of contents
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Q News” Mofies fiom

Having been out of town for two weeks, then u
weather fantastic, but we found that 90-year-olds were foolish to spend two weeks on a ship without an elevator and five
decks to reach. | 6ve had so many qu e sHaiingpmydught
ter and son-in-law along added to the fun.

e |

DOREE CONNER

Major news for Jim and Joyce Maddock is that in September they moved in a Continuing Care Community (think Royal Oaks) Wesley

Homes in Des Moines, WA. The full spectrum of living arrangements is available, if and when it is needed. They are living totally inde-
pendent in a cottage of their own choosing on the 43 acre campus which is just 25 minutes south of Seattle. The move involved downsiz-

ing from a 2,500 square feet home to a little over 1,000 feet of living space. They said the hardest part was giving up a lot of treasures
and only taking the things that would make t heimelpthenel
come March 3.

It was a pleasure to welcome Bud Moriarity as a membe

What a delight to I|Iisten to young Ke elhopemell dpearthe gerformancp | ay
some day.

It was nice to have Linda Brown back in church after her shoulder surgery.

Thatés it for todayé. . Doree

JUSTICE GA 2012 - Phoenix

As some of you are aware, | have been appointed Ambience Coordinator for GA 2012. This means | am responsible, along with my vol-
unteers, for decorating the Phoenix Convention Center for GA. One of the decorations we want to use is Mexican paper

flowers. | will be asking for volunteers from our church, as well as the other Phoenix area churches, to help make the flowers (it's very
easy!). We also need to recruit people to help make banner poles from PVC to sell at GA. Please let me know if you

would like to help do either of these activities.

If you are interested in attending GA as one of my volunteers, please let me know and | will submit your name so it will be in the system
when you register for GA in March. | believe about 10 volunteers are needed for my committee, but | am awaiting
confirmation on that number.

JUSTICE GA 2012 will be held June 20 through June 24 (Wednesday-Sunday), so mark your calendars!

Sharon Beard
Denominational Affairs Chair

SHARON BEARD

Northwest Valley Chapter of
Compassion and Choices

The Northwest Valley chapter of Compassion & Choices invites you to our spring chapter meeting on Monday, March 5, 2012 in the Coy-
ote-Quail Room at the Sun City West Foundation Center, 14465 RH Johnson Blvd, Sun City West. Hear Charlotte Fox discuss her work-
book, fand then there was One 0, and the evenaspousdoe adi n
loved one along with guidelines for end -of- life preparedness. This workbook will be available for purchase. Doors open at 1:30 and free

light refreshments will be available. Questions, call Irene at 623-214-6552.incerely

Irene Weitzman 9 go to table of contents
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YOUR OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN ABOUT THE
D.R.E.A.M. ACT

(Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors)

The UU Church, Church of the Palms and Faith Presbyterian Church are offering three open forums to learn about this important
issue. The DREAM Act would provide a pathway for certain qualified undocumented youth to regularize their status in the U. S.
and have their rights and responsibilities recognized by society. Attend one or all three of these forums and hear speakers who
know and have worked with the youth affected.

Church of the Palms, United Church of Christ, 14808 N. Boswell Blvd., Sun City, AZ 85351
Wednesday, February 8, at6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, February 21, at9:30 a.m.

Unitarian Universalist Church of Surprise, 17540 N. Avenue of the Arts, Surprise, AZ 85374
Tuesday, March 13, at6:30 p.m.

You will learn:
Who are these youth?
How would they be affected?
Is this good for our country?
Does my church denomination have a position on the issue?
Why should | care?

Speakers will include:

Mrs. Jane McNamara, ESL Instructor at North High School in Phoenix who will share her firsthand experiences about DREAMer
students.

Rev. Hector and Genie Zavaleta, recipients of the 2011 George Brooks Award for Social Justice, who will tell of their tireless
work with youth in support of the DREAM Act.

Rev. Renato Alvarez, Director of the Agua Fria Food and Clothing Bank in Avondale will tell of his immigration journey and his
work on this important human rights issue.

UU Dream Act Task Force members Ruth Flom, Lee Ormsbee, and Linda Peterson

Westside Food Bank Up Date

oz g Atfter Christmas Eve service, a member, who shall remain anonymous, handed me a check for five-hundred

dollars. Thank you for your unselfish generosity. I'm sure you helped make the holidays a little better for several
families.

February can still bring cold nights to the Valley. That's why I'm asking each and every one of you to please
bring in canned or instant soup mixes throughout the month. And you can't have soup without crackers, can
you?

| also ask that you DO NOT bring your citrus in for Westside. There are many drop-off centers around. | know
u that the Recreation Centres in Sun City will have citrus containers. I'm sure Sun City West has them too. And
& You don't have to live there to drop it off.

“Donate or Robert gets it!” 9 go to table of contents
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New Members

ANNIE AND MATT CO NVERSE AND KARLY

Among our newest members are Annie and Matt Converse and their daughter, Karly. All three
were born right here in Arizona.

They are new to Unitarian Universalism. They were looking for a liberal ~church that is open and
accepting. They went on the web and located our church.

Anni e has a Bachelordéds of Science degree
as a case manager for individuals with physical disabilities. She is an avid supporter of Planned
Parenthood. When she finds some spare time, she enjoys videotaping and photography.

Matt works at United Health Care as a health-care analyst and he has an online retail business.

We welcome this young family and are glad they have found a home with us.

Bio’s by Vivian Wood and Betty Roberts

VIVIAN WOOD BETTY ROBERTS

AN OPEN FORUM ON THE
D.R.E.A.M. ACT

(Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors)

On March 13, at 6:30 p.m., the UU Church will host the last of three open forums to inform you about the importance of supporting the
DREAM Act. If passed by Congress, this human rights issue would allow certain qualified undocumented youth to regularize their status
in the U.S. and have their rights and responsibilities recognized by society.

You will have the opportunity to hear outstanding speakers who have been involved personally with many of these deserving youth. Mrs.
Jane McNamara, an ESL instructor at North High School in Phoenix, Rev. Hector and Genie Zaveleta, 2011 recipients of the George
Brooks Social Justice Award, and Rev. Renato Alvarez, Director of the Agua Fria Food and Clothing Bank are among those who will pre-
sent their moving stories involving these young people.

Save Tuesday, March 13, at 6:30 p.m. for this important educational evening

UU Dream Act Task Force members Ruth Flom, Lee Ormsbee, Linda Peterson

Linda Peterson

@ go to table of contents
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UUC 2012 ANNUAL AUCTION presents FIESTA De La SUBASTA

In recognition of AZ 100t Birthday, we celebrate our Hispanic heritage with a Fiesta! The fun begins at 4:00 pm with authentic Fiesta enter-

tai nment , a silent auction, the traditional fosheSutasenr af f
Vivo at si x o siyebuffeteilkbé provided 8 Goaper'BBGChutk &/agan Buffet. If you were at the auction last year,

you know that they don't run out of food! The cost for this optional dinner is $12 per person, kids under 10 eat free. There are more surprises

in store to make this a memorable party! Oh, and Fiesta wear is encouraged.

Joyce Maddock & Liz Swan
Co-chairs, The A-Team

| |
LI'FE'S STORIES WRI TI NG CLASSES COM

Writing the stories of our lives is just plain fun...but more important it is a tremendous gift to future generations.

Memoir instructor Nancy Tsuchiya will begin an eight week class series on Monday, February 20th. The weekly classes are designed to
facilitate recollections, and show students how memoir writing can be fun and immediately rewarding. Nancy, and Interweave member, will
introduce students to helpful (innate) skills, as well as provide guidance, feedback and support.

There will be a charge of $6 per class you come to, but nothing for classes which you cannot attend.
For more information or to sign up phone Nancy at 623-974-0502.

Thanks,
Mary Anne
s ol
B/
MARY ANNE
POGGENBURG

@ go to table of contents
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The ANNUAL AUCTION

AN OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE
A CHANCE TO DO A SERVICE

* A THEME DINNER

*GAME OR CARD NIGHT

*TALENTS or SKILL
* EAVORITE FOQDEMS
*NOT ONLY SOME  1HinG
BUT SOMETHING TO DO & ENJOY

Auction Items & Donation Forms
may be brought to the UUC office

Open M-F 9am - 12n.

Please keep in mind,
IS IS  notarummage sale
ltems should be new
or like new,
or handcrafted.,

Business donors may have
an ad in the catalog.

DEADLINE FOR DONATIONS
In order to be included in
the Auction Catalog: February 19

E go to table of contents
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H® UV Music Program <

February will be an interesting music month. The choir will sing three songs, each in a different language!

On February 5 you wil/ hear fAFlying Freeo |
Johnson, who wil/|l play a | ovely obbligato
it!

February 19 wil| bring an ancient text, nUI
first millennium during the rite of foot-washing, an act symbolizing service on the part of the foot-washer, and
humi |l ity on the part of both the participal
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. And fr ol
beautiful words to music of Mary Lynn Lightfoot, a contemporary composer.

ACantamos Juntos (We Sing Together)o wildl k
arrangement by Greg Gilpin, a composer who:
musi cal har mony, why canodot we | ive the same

26; fall in love with the lilting melody and thoughtful words of this anthem.
Keep a song in your heart!
Liz & Debby

Liz Merchant and Debby Bullins

Pancake Breakfast

Sunday, February 19, 2012 at 9:00 a.m.

Adults $8.00 - Children $3.00

Menu includes pancakes, bacon, sausage, orange juice and coffee. This is a fundraiser
sponsored by the Stewardship committee.

Tickets will be on sale before and after the church service on both Feb. 5 and Feb. 12

We are looking for volunteers to help serve and clean up for this activity. If you can help please call
Carol Pierick 623-214-9366 or email cpierick@cox.net with Pancake in the subject.

@ go to table of contents
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UU UNO

We live in a global village. Every day, what happens around the world impacts our lives in substantial ways, from the food we eat, to the air
we breathe, to the rights we enjoy or don't. Similarly, what we do in our communities impacts the lives of people across the globe. As believ-
ers in social justice, Unitarian-Universalists need to be mindful and work on local, national and international issues. We need to be global
citizens. The United Nations is our link to the world, and the UU-UNO s our link to the UN.

Most of us believe that progress is automatic and inevitable. It isn't. Many people's lives these days are harder, more challenging than their
parents' lives. The progress of women, more than half the world's population, has not been uniform or universal. Women here at home and
around the world are paid less for their work; their health is neglected or compromised. The world suffers from the oppres-
sion of women, from lost opportunities. We all suffer when we fail to create a better world for all of us, men, women, children
alike.

I, as your UU UNO envoy invite you to stop by our counter and pick up a copy of "UU AT THE UN -YOUR GATEWAY TO
THE WORLD with the envelope that reads, YES, | WANT TO HELP SUPPORT THE UU-UNO!

Ann Helen Winsor-Your UU UNO ENVOY

Click calendar to see ; ]

UUC-Surprise Monthly ¥ -
EEE o [P Wy Yalering's B

| think that one of our most important tasks is to convince

others that there's nothing to fear in difference; that differ-
ence, in fact, is one of the healthiest and most invigorating CHANGES IN MEMBER INFORMATION
of human characteristics without which life would become Check the church social hall for membership

meaningless. Here lies the power of the liberal way: not in
making the whole world Unitarian [Universalist], but in
helping ourselves and others to see some of the possibili-
ties inherent in viewpoints other than one's own; in en-
couraging the free interchange of ideas; in welcoming
fresh approaches to the problems of life; in urging the
fullest, most vigorous use of critical self-examination.

map and changes to members emails and
addresses.

- Adlai Stevenson

Transportation

Have you named our church in your will? SCAT $4.00 each way 623-977-8363, Only in Sun

. o City, but will go to near-by clinics
A simple codicil

o SCAT has weekend shopping trips to Wal-Mart, Ar-
added to an existing will rowhead Mall, Sprouts, Kohl's, and Target. Call for

days and times.
can provide for continuance of

Peoria Dial - A - Ride, $3.00 ADA $2.00
our liberal church ideals. 623-773-7435 needs 1 day advance notice.

For info: Call Robert Deadman at 623-546-9891
or
Marilyn Kluge at 623-584-0289

Discount Cab Company 602-266-1110

9 go to table of contents
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1st Class Mail
Affirmation
Love is the spirit of this church
And service is its law.
This is our great covenant:
To dwell together in peace,
To seek the truth in freedom,
And to help one another.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 17540 N. Avenue of the Arts q The Newsletter of Unitarian

Surprise, AZ 85374-2581 Universalist Church,
SURPCIIQ-IIgEcAHRIEONA Phone: 623.875.2550 Surprise, AZ is published

g Fax: 623.875.2552 monthly except August.
WWww.uusurprise.org 1 Publisher: The Unitarian
Email: uucsaz@aol.com Universalist
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