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The Annual Meeting was, from where I sat, a great success. The food and 
the people were, as usual, a delight. And we passed a budget which asks 
us to stretch, but promises an exciting future. Now all we have to do is finish 
raising the money.   
People considering membership often ask what is expected of a member. 
Like so many things in Unitarian Universalism there is no óone size fits allô 
answer. The expectations of membership are your responsibility.  No one 
will demand you fulfill any or all of them.  I can tell you that your satisfaction 
will be related to the following activities: 
1)         Attendance on Sunday morning 
2)         Discernment of what role you will play in the life of the church this 
year (choir, committee membership, adult education leadership, a job on 
Sunday morning - usher, greeter, coffee service, opening/closing).  The 
minister, board president, or membership chair will be happy to help you 
find a slot that feels right. 
3)         A significant pledge to the financial health of the church. 
That third expectation, a pledge, is the hardest for many of us to talk about. 
Everyone on the Stewardship Committee, the Board, or sitting in a pew, is 
aware that equal amounts from each member doesnôt make sense (ñweôve 
divided the budget by the number of members, and this is your shareé 
cough upò). I have heard folks suggest that the goal is ñequal generos-
ityò.   The problem with that is that I have never been able to come up with a 
calculus of generosity. The millionairesô óthousandsô and the widowôs ómiteô 
are spiritually similar, but hard to either balance or quantify. 
I can tell you what Janet and I do as a family. We, for twenty-five years, 
have given about 10% of our income to charity. About 5% to the church, 
about 5% to other charities like Planned Parenthood, the school Janet at-
tended in Ohio, Morris Animal Foundation, UUSC, Dysart Schools, AIDS 
support groups, UUSC and the UUA,  etc. 
There is nothing magic (or holy) about the percentage (although it is Bibli-
cal). Everyone has different circumstances and what is appropriate for a 
couple of DINKs (dual income, no kids) might not work for a family of twelve. 
What works for someone climbing the career ladder, 
might not fit someone who is retired and on a fixed 
income. As a rule of thumb, most UU's would do well to 
increase their giving to the church to 2.5% of their in-
come, with an eventual goal of 5%. 
 

     Rev. Dr. Walter F. Wieder; 
wwieder@uuma.org 

Continue on page 3 
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Rev. Terry Sims -  ñWitnessò - Religious people often talk about witnessing.  What does Unitar-
ian Universalism say about witnessing what might being a witness require of us in todayôs 
world? 

Rev. Terry Sims -  

Rev. Terry Sims -  ñBeginnings, Endings, and the Life Betweenò - Around the ending of the old 
year and the beginning of a new one, I almost always have questions about the point of it all.  
In this sermon, I will look at the existential angst and what I believe are some hopeful re-
sponses to it. 

29 Rev. Dr. Walter F. Wieder -  ñGeneral Assembly  2012ò   An invitation 

 
 For a final Presidentôs letter, I thought I would look back at some of the previous ones to recall a little church history.  
In my first letter, written in December of 2008, I related how we were changing board meeting times to the evening to accommodate 
those still working. That plan was short lived as our busiest working member, Vice President Connie Olmos, ended up with a job that 
required her to work late into the eveningé so we are back to mornings .  
March and April of 2009 were taken up with plans for expanding R/E space. We had a number of good ideas from church members 
(thanks Bill Eckenberg) who spent a great deal of time studying and reviewing various options. Due to monetary constraints we ended up 
rearranging the offices and creating R/E space wherever possible.  
June marked our first discussions of the ESL (English as a Second Language) tutoring program. Our work continued for two years after 
which Dysart took it in-house.  
The September letter featured a review of the interesting and worthwhile programs available at the church. Because of the many activi-
ties (approximately 16), Septemberôs letter proved to be the longest.  
If it is October, it must be time to talk about pledging, an annual opportunity to support both the ongoing daily requirements and our col-
lective visions for the future.  
In November we began discussions of a shared ministry leading to Waltôs retirement. That retirement is now a reality, so put May 4 on 
your calendars for a celebration evening.  
In January, 2010 I invited all interested parties to write or e-mail me with comments and suggestions regarding our church. I think I re-
ceived two e-mails in response.  
Remember the discussions about purchasing a portion of the museum property located south of the church? This opportunity generated 
a great deal of excitement as well as much head-scratching. The head-scratching ultimately led us to the conclusion that we couldnôt af-
ford the property.  
The end of 2010 saw additional discussion of the minister transition, both in the newsletter and at the annual meeting. The thinking at that 
time was to have Terry become half-time senior minister and we would begin the search for a full-time consulting assistant minister. As 
you know, the plan went through several iterations, with its current form being Terry as full time minister after Waltôs retirement in August 
of 2012.  
Since we are still in 2011, I wonôt provide a historical review. I will simply take the opportunity to thank all of the board and congregation 
members who, as I said at the annual meeting, made my three years less stressful and more fun. Also, allow me to welcome the two new 
members of the 2012 board, Reggie Johnston and Jeffrey Hickman. I think itôs safe to say that Jeffrey is our youngest ever board mem-
ber. Good Luck, and I wish you all a healthy and interesting new year.  
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A social group for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Members &  Friends  
 

Weôve got a great 1st Quarter lined up for Interweave - please see details below.   
ALL are welcomed to participate. 
 
Saturday, January 7, 2012 - 2:00 p.m. Workshop  
Workshop - ñWriting Your Life Storiesò, Why do it?  
Youôll learn to make writing your own story both fun and easy through exercises and handouts.  There 
will be plenty of time for question and answers to help get you started on your writing journey. 
 
The workshop leader will be Nancy Tsuchiya, a long-time Interweave participant. Nancy has degrees in 
Journalism and Sociology, a great combination for this workshop! For the first 13 years of her career, 
she was a photojournalist.  That experience convinced her that each person is a gold mine of wonderful 
stories.  In the last 17 years, Nancyôs taught classes to thousands of people throughout the Valley.  In 
1996, she wrote and published ñTelling Tales, a memoir guidebookò for her snowbird students to take 
home with them 
 
Saturday, January 7,  - 4:00 p.m. - Shared Potluck in the Social Hall  
Weôll also discuss this yearôs Souper-Bowl for Caring Luncheon. 
 
Saturday, February 4, ï Souper -Bowl Preparation ï 3:00 to 5:30 p.m . 
Watch for a sign-up sheet in the Social Hall. This is a great opportunity to meet new people at the 
church and make a welcomed contribution toward the success of the Luncheon. 
 
Sunday, February 5,  ï Souper -Bowl for Caring Luncheon  
This Fund-Raiser luncheon has been going on for so many years, Iôve lost count!  I believe this will the 
the 7th year that Interweave has held a luncheon as part of the national effort to raise money for food-
banks.  Please mark your calendar to join us for a delicious lunch and a good cause! 
 
Saturday, March 3,  at 2:00 pm Panel Discussion  
ñBullying - How to Address in our Schoolsò 
One of our newest church members, Diana Spies, will be showing her newly created video on Bullying, 
particularly of LGBT classmates.  This program was created and shown for her 8th grade class and was 
very well received.  Itôs our expectation that our panel will have teachers, counselors and students who 
have been affected by bullying in Junior High or High-school. This is a NOT TO MISS workshop. Please 
mark it on your calendar. 
 

Whatever you decide qualifies as generous will be welcomed. 
Equal amounts clearly would be an unfair expectation; equal generosity finally is impossible to measure; so what I would set as a goal is 
a pledge of record from every member. Whatever the amount, if you consider yourself a member (or ñfriendò), of the Unitarian Universal-
ist Church in Surprise, one of the expectations is a completed pledge card. 
  
All my best, 
Walt 
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Lisa Lawrence 

daroandlisa@cox.net  

In the December conference call the UUSC staff and the call participants discussed the UUSC accomplishments in the 
year 2011. 
The Charity Navigator, a rating agency for non-profits awarded the UUSC a four star rating for transparency, and a three 
star rating for fund raising. The reason for the three star rating is the inconsistency of fund raising efforts since we respond 
to disasters as needed. For each dollar donated the UUSC spends eighty seven cents on programs. Thirteen cents are 
spent on staff expenses and fund raising. 
Nearly two years after the earthquake in Haiti the UUSC is still showing a strong commitment. We are assisting in the 
building of eco-villages. Groups of representatives from the UUA have travelled to Haiti to assist in these efforts. 
We are also participating with local partners in alleviating the famine in Somalia and East Africa. It is important that we 
assist in Kenya and Ethiopia because the large amount of refugees from Somalia have taxed the resources available to 
the indigenous people in these countries. 
We will participate in Justice Sunday, which is scheduled in January, and will focus on the human right to water.  
Remember our commitment to ñChoose Compassionate Consumptionò. Choose local products which are produced hu-

manely. Support businesses that treat their workers justly and fairly. 

Before I can move on to exciting news for the New Year, I need to begin by wrapping up December. We had many fun 
activities this holiday season, with more still to come.  I want to thank all of the hard working volunteers, families, teach-
ers, and Childrenôs RE supporters for helping to make these activities successful. Special thanks go to the RE Commit-
tee, Jean Deal, Diane Valdez, Laurie Snyder, Ken Saunders, and our lovely music directors for helping plan and organize 
these special events.  Since Thanksgiving, we have trimmed the Social Hall holiday tree, collected donations for Eveôs 
Place, received a surprise visit from Santa Claus, prepared a special Winter Solstice class, decorated cookies and cards 
for Eveôs Place, and our very special Intergenerational Christmas Eve Service is still yet to come.  Thank you everyone! 
 
A workshop for the RE Committee is being planned for mid-January.  This ñRE Start-Up Workshopò will focus on mission 
and vision, as well as define roles and responsibilities for the entire program.  It is being held on January 14th from 9:00 
am-1:00 pm.  Iôd like to extend an invitation to any interested RE family parents to join us.  If youôre interested, please 
shoot me an email.  I canôt think of a more positive and pro-active way to start off the New Year. 
 
 
**Having trouble coming up with a New Yearôs resolution?  How about this one; ñI resolve to volunteer as an assistant in 
the childrenôs classrooms.ò** 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALLé.hope you finished the old year in great style. 
 
I am writing this after Thanksgiving when we joined 50 others for a great Turkey Dinneré.Bonnie and Ken Saunders were 
wonderful hosts and Ken cooks a mean Turkey.  The goodies were plentiful with some to take home. 
 
Jeanne Tarr informs me that she will be appearing as ñRosie Briceò in Theatre Westôs production of ñFunny Girlò at the Stardust Theatre in 
Sun City West, March 16- April 1.  Tickets are $7 and will go on sale January 30th.  Jeanne assures me that her UU friends 
can make reservations with her now.  Letôs go and support her.  It is sure to be a fun evening (or afternoon). 
  
Lori Nuttall has been very ill with Valley Fever, she was released from the hospital only to fall and break her hip, she has had surgery and is 
in Rehab now. 
  
Diane Valdez with the help of  VR Abrahamson and the Connerôs  put up the Christmas tree in the Sanctuary, Diane made it fancy with her 
ornaments and Lenore came along to help with the finishing touches.(I always remember Ardis Parker when the tree is decorated, with 
Vern at the piano cheering us on).  We could use some volunteers to help when it is time to put it away, call Diane to help. 
  
It was such a delight to welcome back the wandering Garrettôs.  Jeanne and Ernest Brown came in time for Thanksgiving dinner. 
  
Cynthia Bratcherôs sister,  Nettie Lota has moved here from New York City.  She has purchased a condo locally so we hope she enjoyed 
being with us and will be come back. 
  
We need volunteers to help us run our churché.check on the books on the table in the Social Hall and sign up for a few hours. 
  
The Rideouts have been busy celebrating 60 years togetheré.I guess they had a house full of company, Jim was complaining, (or brag-
ging), but must have been fun to have lots of friends and relations to wish you well. 
  
The Connerôs are leaving town for a cruise on a Star Clipper in the Caribbean, too bad weôll miss the Church Annual Meeting, but weôll be 
back for Christmas. 
Tally Ho,  Doree 














