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FROM THE MINISTER'S DESK

The Annual Meeting was, from where | sat, a great success. The fc
the people were, as usual, a delight. And we passed a budget whic
us to stretch, but promises an exciting future. Now all we have to do
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Intern: Lisa McDaniel -Hutchings Like so many things in Unitari

answer. The expectations of membership are your respimsibdity.
will demand you fulfill any or all of ltikamtell you that your satisfaction
will be related to the following activities:

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 1) Attendance on Sunday morning
2) Discernment of what role you will play in the life of the churc
year (choir, committee membership, adult education leadership, a
Sunday morningusher, greeter, coffee service, opening/cloking).
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For a final President 6s | etter, [ t hought | woul d | oo
In my first letter, written in December of 2008, | related how we were changing board meeting times to thda®/ening to ac
those still working. That plan was short lived as our busiest working member, Vice President Connie Olnfiobaended up w
required her to work | ate into the eveningé so we are
March and April of 2009 were taken up with plans for expanding R/E space. We had a number of good ideas from churc
(thanks Bill Eckenberg) who spent a great deal of time studying and reviewing various options. Due to memgéayiponstra
rearranging the offices and creating R/E space wherever possible.

June marked our first discussions of the ESL (English as a Second Language) tutoring program. Our workscatetinued for
which Dysart took-thause.

The September letter featured a review of the interesting and worthwhile programs available at the churchaBegause of t
ties (approximately 16), Septemberodos | etter proved to
If it is October, it must be time to talk about pledging, an annual opportunity to support both the ongairrgctaily cetiuireme
lective visions for the future.

I n November we began discussions of a shared Mayhanstry
your calendars for a celebration evening.

In January, 2010 | invited all interested parties temaitera with comments and suggestions regarding ourickilireh. | th
ceived twomails in response.

Remember the discussions about purchasing a portion of the museum property located south of the church®a®kis oppor
a great deal of excitement as well as musbrhgzdning. The hesdatching ultimately led us to the conclusion thdtmvé doul a f
ford the property.

The end of 2010 saw additional discussion of the minister transition, both in the newsletter and at the lairkingl ahéeding. T
time was to have Terry becomtinmakenior minister and we would begin the searefinfier@hdliting assistant rainiss

you know, the plan went through several i t e reaentindAmgesf w
of 2012.
Since we are stildl in 2011, I wondét pr ovi deardaongregationo r i

members who, as | said at the annual meeting, made my three years less stressful and more fun. Also, allovonasto welc
members of the 2012 board, Reggie Johnston andaddenf fr e
ber. Good Luck, and | wish you all a healthy and interesting new year.

. Sermon Titles for January 2012

\m 1 Rev.Dr. Walter F. Wieder -fiLoo ki ng For war d 7o rdmenobkrithe past,Boeenvk 0
sion the future.

Rev. TerrySims - iBegi nni ngs, Endi ngs ;Arcumddhe éndirgy oflthe dlde B ¢
year and the beginning of a new one, | almost always have questions about the point of it all.

In this sermon, | will look at the existential angst and what | believe are some hopeful re-

sponses to it.

v 8

\y x\ 15 Lisa McDaniel -Hutchings, Ministerial Intern - A Mar t i n Lut hef Wedknhowilar-D a y

= tin Luther King, Jr. (January 15, 1929 - April 4, 1968) as a Baptist minister and leader in the African-

American civil right movement using non-violent protest methods inspired by Mahatma Gandhi. Now

there is a federal holiday in Kingds honor. Wh a

called to do as a result?

\m 22 Rev. Terry Sims - A Wit n- Raligiolis people often talk about_witnessing. What does Unitar- _
ian Universalism say about witnessing what mi
world?

\; 29 Rev. Dr. Walter F. Wieder - iGener al As s e ibihvigaton 2 01 2 0

‘\\x /:’j
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INTEF VEAVE

A social group for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Members & Friends

We 6 v e ggeattlst Quarter lined up for Interweave - please see details below.
ALL are welcomed to participate.

Saturday, January 7, 2012 - 2:00 p.m. Workshop

Workshop-fiWr i ting Your Life Storieso, Why do it?

Youdl | | earn to make writing your own stor yTheeot h f
will be plenty of time for question and answers to help get you started on your writing journey.

MARY ANNE
POGGENBURG The workshop leader will be Nancy Tsuchiya, a long-time Interweave participant. Nancy has degrees in

Journalism and Sociology, a great combination for this workshop! For the first 13 years of her career,

she was a photojournalist. That experience convinced her that each person is a gold mine of wonderful

stories. I n the |l ast 17 year s, Nancyds taught cladmses tc
1996, she wrote and published ATelling Tal es, a met
home with them

Saturday, January 7, - 4:00 p.m. - Shared Potluck in the Social Hall
Wedl Il al so di s c usBowlfohQaring urclaeond s Souper

Saturday, February 4, 1 Souper -Bowl Preparation i 3:00to 5:30 p.m .
Watch for a sign-up sheet in the Social Hall. This is a great opportunity to meet new people at the
church and make a welcomed contribution toward the success of the Luncheon.

Sunday, February 5, 1 Souper -Bowl for Caring Luncheon

ThisFund-Rai ser luncheon has been goi ng olbelidvethis wilthe many
the 7th year that Interweave has held a luncheon as part of the national effort to raise money for food-

banks. Please mark your calendar to join us for a delicious lunch and a good cause!

Saturday, March 3, at 2:00 pm Panel Discussion

ABul Fyowgt o Address in our School so

One of our newest church members, Diana Spies, will be showing her newly created video on Bullying,
particularly of LGBT classmates. This program was created and shown for her 8th grade class and was

very wellreceived. | t 6s our expectation that our panel wil/l h
have been affected by bullying in Junior High or High-school. This is a NOT TO MISS workshop. Please

mark it on your calendar.

Continued from Minister's Desk

Whatever you decide qualifies as generous will be welcomed.

Equal amounts clearly would be an unfair expectation; equal generosity finally is impossible to measur@ssogehhisl wc
a pledge of record from every member. What ever Uniensal- a
ist Church in Surprise, one of the expectations is a completed pledge card.

All my best,
Walt

go to table of contents



Page 4 Unitarian Universalist Church in Surprise, AZ

UUSC

In the December conference call the UUSC staff and the call participants discussed the UUSC accomplis
year 2011.

The Charity Navigator, a rating agencydmfiteawarded the UUSC a four star rating for transparency, and
y star rating for fund raising. The reason for the three star rating is the inconsistency of fund raising@ftbrts :
? to disasters as needed. For each dollar donated the UUSC spends eighty seven cents on programs. Thir
spent on staff expenses and fund raising.

Nearly two years after the earthquake in Haiti the UUSC is still showing a strong commitment. We are as
building of eatllages. Groups of representatives from the UUA have travelled to Haiti to assist in these eff
We are also participating with local partners in alleviating the famine in Somalia and East Africa. It is impc
assist in Kenya and Ethiopia because the large amount of refugees from Somalia have taxed the resourc
the indigenous people in these countries.

We will participate in Justice Sunday, which is scheduled in January, and will focus on the human right to
Remember our commitment to AChoose Compassi onat
manely. Support businesses that treat their workers justly and fairly.

Children's R. E.

Before | can move on to exciting news for the New Year, | need to begin by wrapping up December. We |
activities this holiday season, with more still to come. | want to thank all of the hard working volunteers, f
ers, and Childrends RE supporters for helping t
tee, Jean Deal, Diane Valdez, Laurie Snyder, Ken Saunders, and our lovely music directors for helping pl
‘ these speci al event s. Since Thanksgiving, we |
Lisa Lawrence’'ace, received a surprise visit from Santa Claus, prepared a special Winter S_olstice class, decorated co
for Evebs Place, and our very speci al Il nter gene
daroandlisa@cox.net
A workshop for the RE Committee is being planng@ddarmida r y. -Uph Wer RRREo SO awt |
and vision, as well as define roles and responsibilities for the entire program. It is being héldno®:.Béhuary
aml: 00 pm. |l 6d |li ke to extend an invitation to
shoot me an email . | -actimenmdytto stath offthk Neavfyeam mor e p o

**Having trouble coming up with a New Year 6s r
the childrendés classrooms. 0**

N N
VR

-
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News” Mofes fiorm

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALLé. hope you finished the

Il am writing this after Thanksgiving when we
wonderful hosts and Ken cooks a mean Turkey. The goodies were plentiful with some to take home.

DOREE CONNER

Jeanne Tarr informs me that she wild.| be appearstiTheagreia s
Sun City West, MarchAl@il 1. Tickets are $7 and will go on sale J&nudesr8te assures me that her UU friends
can make reservations with her now. Letdbs go and sup

Lori Nuttall has been very ill with Valley Fever, she was released from the hospital only to fall and bhealseyenipastasas
in Rehab now.

Di ane Valdez with the help of VR Abr ahamson a nydiththdr e

ornaments and Lenore came along to help with the finishing touches.(l always remember Ardis Parker whemithe tree is (
Vern at the piano cheering us on). We could use some volunteers to help when it is time to put it away, call Diane to he
It was such a delight to welcome back the wandering G

Cynthia Bratcherodés sister, Nettie Lota has moveapgedher
being with us and will be come back.

We need volunteers to help us run our churché.check o

The Rideouts have been busy celebrating 60 year mg-oge
ging), but must have been fun to have lots of friends and relations to wish you well.

The Connerés are | eaving town for a cruise on baw&dlal

back for Christmas.
Tally HoPoree
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