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Rev. Dr. Walter F. Wieder  
 

 

 
So how does it feel to be working half time? Sharing ministry 
is not the issue - Terry and I have been doing that, not just 
successfully, but, for my part, joyfully, for a number of years 
now. But until now ministry has always been a 24/7 experi-
ence for me. I never thought about whether I was working or 
not. In some sense I was always working. 
 
I never thought about the role as being defined by hours. 
There was an agreement that a congregation would give me a 
certain amount of money to free me from the obligations of 
having to earn a living some other way in exchange for my 
taking on the responsibility of being the minister. Sunday 
morning worship, pastoral care, education, social justice, de-
nominational involvement, supervision of staff, reading and 
thinking all were included, but, with due consideration for the 
needs of the moment and the congregation, I did what I 
thought appropriate. 
 
I am discovering what Janet has said she worries about most. 
How do I turn off half of what I have been doing for over 35 
years? What does half of that cloud of responsibilities look 
like? 
 
I can't imagine thinking in terms of billable hours. There I am 
in art class and I find myself thinking about the next sermon or 
a member of the congregation: if it goes on for more than fif-
teen minutes, do I record it? How do I turn my mind (and my 
heart) off when the month is not over, but the hours are? 
 
The next several months will be a learning experience for me. 
You can help. Feedback on what is and isn't working, from 
your perspective as a member of this congregation we both 
serve and care for, is going to be invaluable. I feel like I am 
stepping off into the unknown. I am excited and just a little bit 
scared. 
 
All my best, 
Walt 
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Rev. Dr. Walter F. Wieder  -  Why I didnôt go to jail.   The demonstrations held at the Madison 

Street jail as I returned from vacation included the opportunity to engage in civil disobedience. Several 
colleagues, including Susan Frederick-Grey of UUCP and the President of the UUA, chose to be ar-
rested and taken to jail. I attended the demonstration but had decided not to be arrested. When asked 
why, I replied that I was scheduled for jury duty that coming Monday. Actually the reason was a little 
more complicated. 
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Rev. Terry Sims -  An Expanding Youniverse.    "What does the religious quest require of us? I 

suspect that at least part of the answer is expansion beyond where we start." 

Rev. Dr. Walter F. Wieder, Rev. Terry Sims and Patty Willis - Ingathering     This coming 

church year is one of significant change. Terry and I will be doing a co-ministry (with my going to half 
time and Terry moving to a 12 month half time position). In addition, we will be welcoming our third 
ministerial intern, Patty Willis. The co-ministry has been in the planning stages for some time. The in-
tern was an opportunity that developed late last year. A full plate of change. The unexpected and 
tragic death of our Music Director, Jim Flom, adds a layer of both change and sadness to an already 
stressful set of circumstances. As we begin the church year we will share some of our hopes and 
dreams for our future together. 

Patty Christiena 
Willis is a candi-
date for the UU 
Ministry and is 
looking forward 
to being an in-
tern in Sur-
prise.  Before 

seminary studies, she was a 
writer and storyteller in Japan 
for 24 years.  Most recently, the 
Swedenborgian Foundation has 
awarded her the Bailey Prize for 
literature (Fall 2010) and she 
was the Thomas Mullen Writing 
of Ministry Fellow this spring at 
Earlham School of Relig-
ion.  She is currently working on 
a book that traces her ancestor 
Patty's encounters with Native 
Americans in the 1800s.  She 
has also just begun learning 
"Man from Magdalena" in Span-
ish for performances in Latin 
America. 

 

 

Patty Willis (Ministerial Intern) - ñMy Grandfatherôs Blessingsò   During WWII, my grandfather 
lived in a small town in northern Wyoming.  When Heart Mountain Relocation Center (located just up 
the road), became the largest city in Wyoming, many of the surrounding towns put up signs:  ñNo 
Japanese allowed.ò 
My Papa Brown was a baker.  What could he do?  How do we welcome strangers? go to table of contents 

Presidentôs Report  

Patty Willis 

Reflecting on the true meaning of ñfamily values.ò 
Reporting  from the mountains east of Salt Lake City, Utah . 

 
We have just completed an exciting, invigorating and rewarding family reunion here  in Heber 
City.  Drawing from  Seattle, San Francisco, Manhattan Beach, Bozeman, and of course Phoe-
nix/Glendale, we enjoyed the company of 29  family members ranging in age from newborn to 
78 years old.  Some of us were Unitarian, some were Jewish, some were Catholic, Protestant, 
agnostic, and some did not have a particular religion. Activities included tennis (led by my 78 
year old, pro-tennis coach, brother-in-law Fred); fishing with the kids; fishing without the kids; 
baseball; swimming;  and riding the zip line, the Alpine Coaster, the Turbo Blaster, and Alpine 
Slide at Park City.  But most of all we ate!  The meals were punctuated with the shrieks of 
laughter coming from all of the children playing downstairs and the quieter conversations and 
discussions of the adults.  Some of the family had already met before, and some were meeting 
for the first time, but there was no question that everyone was enjoying themselves and the 
company of the others.  The interesting debates about laws, grammar, and drug legalization 
were proof enough that each person had his or her own opinions but that everyone was happy 
to share and be a part of each discussion.  In fact, the different ideas that were shared made 
the reunion a more enjoyable and fun-filled time.  The kids had their own discussions and 
games (and I heard that these games included kissing lessons!), but were happy to contribute 
to and be a part of the family gatherings.  The range in ages was amazing as well, but it 
seemed that each person could find something interesting to say or do with each other.  On the 
last night, we handed out our party favors: the ñI Could Be Illegalò pins. Unsur-
prisingly to us, they were met with approval, glee, and laughter.  Everyone was 
happy to wear his or hers and support the cause.  Even some of the kids asked 
for them!  The ideas, activities, and games shared by all of these astonishingly 
different people show the true meaning of family values: no matter how different 
we are, we can share our time, happiness, and  friendship. 

Brooks Marshall  (with major input from grand -daughter  Maddie Stern) 
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"CAKES FOR THE QUEEN OF HEAVEN and "RISE UP AND CALL HER NAME"  
A UU Adult Education Course, Fall 2010  

 

     Bonnie Saunders  will facilitate a nine-week adult education course called "Cakes for the Queen of Heaven" 
and "Rise Up and Call Her Name," a woman-honoring journey into earth-based spiritualities.  Subjects include 
the ancient goddess religions in Europe, the Fertile Crescent, Egypt, West Africa, India, China, Japan, Hawaii, 
and North America. 
     Participants will explore questions, such as how did/does the gender of the deity in a society affect the 
status of women in that society?    
           This course weaves spiritual stories that honor female divinities around the world.  It focuses on artistic 
and intellectual tools which facilitate self-development and personal integration into the interconnected web of 
all existence (one of the UU principles).  Other activities will include thinking and talking about the sacred and 
the spiritual, listening to music, watching DVDs, reading rituals, creating visual images, telling stories, meditat-
ing, singing, and dancing. 
 
Schedule:   The Following  Nine Tuesdays: 7:00 -9:00 p.m.:   
 
10/5/10:       Prehistoric Goddesses of the Paleolithic and the Neolithic  
10/12/10:     Goddesses of Ancient Civilizations: Sumeria, Babylonia, Minoa, Greece 
10/19/10:     Goddess Traditions in Judaism and Christianity 
10/26/10:     Journey into Earth-Based Feminist Traditions 
11/2/10:       From Goddess to God/Goddesses around the World, including ancient Egypt 
11/9/10:       Sub-Saharan African Goddesses 
11/16/10:     Chinese and Indian Goddesses:  Kali, Tara, Kuan Yin 
11/23/10:     Japanese and Hawaiian Goddesses 
11/30/10:     North American Goddesses/End the Journey 
 
     Most of these sessions will be held in the Social Hall near the A-V screen because we will be showing 
DVDs.  However, because of prior engagements in the Social Hall on T:10/26, T:11/2, and T:11/30, we will 
meet in the Choir Room on those three Tuesdays.  On those Tuesdays, enter the church through the Secre-
tary's Office.  People who cannot attend all of the sessions are welcome to come when they can and wish to 
come.  
     I don't have a large number of the books that go with this course.  However, there will be one or more copies 
of the two most important reference books in the Church Library, which you can read there and/or check out for 
short periods of time.   
     Interested women and men should sign up on the sheet in the Church Social Hall and/or contact Bonnie by 
e-mail (Bonniesaun@aol.com), telephone (623-825-7105), or in person at Church.  People who are not mem-
bers are welcome to attend; however, they should contact Bonnie ahead of time.            

  

Bonnie Saunders 

The Social Justice Planning Committee had an informal luncheon meeting after church Sunday, Aug. 8.  We bounced 
around several great  ideas for the coming year.  Everyone in our congregation is invited to our meetings, the next one will 
be Monday, September 27, 2010 at 9:30 a.m.  Meeting every 4th Monday from then on.  Location is at the church. 

Respectfully, 

Pat Mathews 

Social Chair,  623-584-1638 
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A social group for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Members & Friends   

Interweave Calendar 2010 ï 2011 
Saturdays, Social Hall, 11:30 a.m. ï 1:30 p.m . 

(Unless otherwise noted)  

 

 
Hope you all had a relaxing summer finding ways to stay cool!  Interweave will be kicking off itôs 2010-2011 
program with a special Potluck  on Saturday, September 4. 
 
Please plan to join us on that date, starting at 11:30 a.m. in the Social Hall.  Weôll be breaking out the barbe-
que grill and cooking up regular and veggie burgers and hot dogs.   

You bring the side dishes and desserts!   
There will be a nominal charge of $2 per person, $1 for kids to help cover the cost of the grilled 

food, buns and condiments.   
Iced tea and sodas will be available at no cost. 
Newcomers are particularly invited! 

 
Our next Potluck gathering will be Saturday, November 6, 2010 at which weôll: 

Plan for Souper Bowl Fund Raiser 
Guest Speakers from Organizations 

Joshua Tree 
West Valley Food Bank 
Valley View Community Food Bank 
AGAPE Network 

Looking forward to seeing you there! 
 

 
 

FOOD BANK UPDATE  
 
 

First, I want to thank everyone for your cards and well wishes during my recovery. I'm feeling better and better 
with each passing day. 
 
Second, our next food drive will be on Sunday, September 19. Please bring canned goods, dry pastas, ready 
made meals as well as personal care goods. Of course, Westside is still accepting cash donations. 
And finally, since many of you could not attend the Peter, Paul & Mary documentary the last time, good news, 
I'll be showing it again. So mark your calendars for Friday, October 15 at 5 p.m. Don't worry I'll remind you 
again next month. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you back on the 4th! 

Presented by Robert Talboys 
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James H. Flom 

James H. Flom  

James H. Flom, 77, of Sun City, AZ died peacefully on Sunday, June 20, 2010.  He 
is survived by his beloved wife Ruth, cherished children Deborah (husband Joe), 
Kathryn (husband Andy), son Richard, and grandchildren Daniel, Elizabeth, Quinn, 
Kai, and Tess. 
 
Jim married Ruth Fowler on June, 18, 1954 in Minneapolis, MN. He was principal 
clarinetist in the U.S. 30th Army Band in Munich, Germany, serving from the 1954 
through 1956. 
 
He earned his degrees from the University of Minnesota: BS (1954), MA (1958), 
PhD (1969).  He taught choral and band music in the public schools of Franklin 
Park, IL, and St. Cloud and Fridley, MN.  He completed his last 31 years of teaching 
as Professor of Music at St. Cloud State University, MN. 
 
His professional life included playing both clarinet and saxophone in bands and or-
chestras as well as choral conductor in numerous churches and organizations.  In 
retirement, Jim escalated his musical involvement conducting numerous choral and 
instrumental groups, and producing and performing in many concerts in the Sun 
City areas.  His passion for music and performance culminated in the playing of his 
wind instrument in the Flom Family Trio. 
 

September 10, 1932ðJune 20, 2010 

Opal Saxton, beloved mother, sister, and grandmother, passed away on July 9, 
2010 at her daughterôs home in Phoenix, AZ. She was born May 28, 1923 in War-
ren, OR in the home her grandfather built after he led a wagon train across the 
Oregon Trail. Opal moved with her parents to Hammett, Idaho where she lived un-
til she graduated from Glens Ferry High School. She married Richard Fisk in 
Boise, Idaho on Valentines Day, 1943. After the war years they made their home in 
Boise, raising two daughters. At the age of fifty-four Opal began college while 
working as the Director of Chi Omega at Washington State University. In 1981 she 
graduated Phi Beta Kappa with a BS in Psychology and a minor in Womenôs Stud-
ies. She interrupted her work on a Masters in Adult Education to begin a two-year 
assignment with the Peace Corps. As a volunteer in Sierra Leone, South Africa, 
she taught tailoring and worked for the United Nations during the summer months. 
Returning from Africa, Opal spent time traveling and then worked again as a Soror-
ity Director in Fresno, California. She moved to Sun City, AZ in 1992 where she 
cared for the elderly and Alzheimerôs patients. She participated in AAUW, NOW, 
the Sun City Players, the Sun City Democrats and the Unitarian Universalist 
Church. One of her greatest joys was studying theater and entertaining others in 
theatrical productions. Gardening, a lifelong interest, gave her many hours of 
pleasure. All who knew her appreciated her sense of humor, aesthetic of beauty, 
and generous spirit. Opal is survived by her daughters Kathleen Preece (Steve) 
and, Linda Miller (Philip), sister Alma Marvin (Frank), grandchildren Colleen Wona-
cott, Marreen Burton, Jake Hite, and Jon Hite, great-grandchildren Cody and Kel-
sey Wonacott and McKenna Burton and many dear friends. Her mother Mildred 
Averill, father Chester Saxton, sister Elva Saxton, stepfather Charles Averill and 
nephew James Averill preceded her in death.  

               Opal Saxton  
               May 28, 1923 ï July 9, 2010 

Opal Saxton  
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ROSEMARY ROENFANZ-RADLOFF 
 

Rosemary is new to Unitarian Universalism.  A friend in a class she was taking told her he 
thought sheôd find like-minded people at our church.  She visited us, agreed and joined. She 
seems very happy with her decision. 
 
Sheôs a Midwesterner, having grown up in Iowa.  She spent eight-and-a-half years in Florida 
before moving to Arizona five years ago.  She has a brother in Mesas and found Arizona a 
locale closer to her children.  Her son, Eric, lives in Texas and her daughter, Jennifer, lives 
in Cave Creek.  Another son, Charlie, and his wife and two sons live in Cushing, Oklahoma. 
 
Rosemary is a retired interior decorator.  Along the way she had a year of college and is 
currently taking a writing class at ASU-West.  She recently had her first published work:  a 
poem in the Willows Wept Review. 
 

In addition to her interest in writing, music and gardening, Rosemary is in a book discussion group.  She volun-
teers at the Sun City West Library and a Sun City Library. 

MARY ANN HARDING  
 

Mary Ann Harding is new to Unitarian Universalism which she feels is close to what she is.  
She was born in Louisville, KY, to a show-business family.  She was born between vaude-
ville shows, she says.  
 
Mary Ann chose a more normal life for herself.  She has worked in the field of electrolysis 
since the age of 17.  She was a Certified Electrolysis Instructor in California before moving 
in the mid-80s to Arizona where she continued her practice.  Her School of Electrolysis was 
a pipeline to a school in Japan where she has gone to lecture. 

 
She has a B.A. degree from the University of California at Davis, where her husband taught.  They have since 
divorced.  She has a daughter in California and a very new grandson. 
 
She lost a son to AIDS, which led her to re-tool for a new career in grief counseling.  She is studying for her Mas-
terôs degree in counseling at the University of Sedona. 
 

Mary Ann loves music, is into reading and learning and all things creative. Engage her in conversation and youôll 
learn more about her interesting experiences. 

Bioôs by Vivian Wood 


























